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found everybody complaining that it was impossible to get
information, diplomats lamenting that they were totally unable
to report to their Governments the general views of Germany on
foreign policy. To these complaints Lord Odo Russell used to
reply, "No one knows or can say what Prince Bismarck's views
and intentions really are while he lives in seclusion at Varzin and
all Prussian officials are bound by oath never to speak on the
affairs of their respective departments."1

The Foreign Office might be reticent, but Lord Odo Russell
was persistent. Not to be daunted by Billow's embarrassed
silence on the Eastern Question he drew up a memorandum for
Lord Derby based on all the confidential sources he could
explore.2 Bismarck, he found, uncertain of Russia and still
smarting at her action last May, was not going to commit himself
too soon, but would wait until events favoured his plans, "the
breaking up of Austria and the neutralization of the minor
German sovereignties." He professed indignation at Russia's
deceit in Austro-Turkish affairs, but in the absence of official
information Lord Odo Russell could not see clearly where the
deceit lay. Conditions on the whole were favourable to peace
even though England must be prepared for a partial occupation
of Turkish territory by Austria and Russia. The National party
in Germany would willingly see the partition of Turkey. There
was a desire to hand over some of her possessions to Austria in
return for the ceding of the German provinces of Austria to her
northern neighbour. Even Russia might help herself to Con-
stantinople, for the only country Germany wished to injure was
France, and it would be all the better if the interests of the
Catholic Church could be injured too. Germany would not
object if England occupied Egypt. A difference between Russia
and Austria over Turkey might enable Bismarck to regain his
position over Russia which he had lost the previous May. The
obvious advantage to Bismarck of dissensions led Lord Odo
Russell to conclude that it explained his previous attempts to

JF.O. 64. 830. No. 438. To Lord Derby. Confidential. 23 October 1875.
A story illustrative of this was recounted by Lord Odo: "A certain diplomatist
asked a clerk of the Foreign Office which department he belonged to so as to be
able to send him a book he wished to read. The clerk replied with visible
embarrassment that he was not allowed to disclose the name of the department
he worked in, but that 'Foreign Office, Wilhelmstrasse* would find him without
further specifications."

aNewton: Lord Lyons II, 87-90.